


TRAPPING WILD ANIMALS Trapping entails setting 
baited and concealed steel-jawed traps and wire 
snares mostly on public lands, including the 
National Wildlife Refuge System, to capture coyotes, 
bobcats, beavers, � shers, lynx, otters, martens, 
wolverines, and other furbearing animals. Once 
caught, animals usually linger for several days and 
nights in sub-freezing temperatures in agonizing 
physical pain and emotional torment. Many animals 
slowly die of shock, starvation, or dehydration, 
while others succumb to exposure in freezing 
temperatures, su� ocate in neck snares, are killed by 
other animals, or die from the crushing injuries of 
the trap itself.

Trapped animals su� er physical injuries, 
including broken bones and teeth, torn tendons, 
severed nerves, and other wounds. In their 
incomprehensible despair, animals often either 
chew through their legs or they twist their caught 
limbs until they break, so they can escape. Death 
for trapped animals is gruesome as well and 
completely unregulated. Trappers kill the exhausted 
and helpless animals by bludgeoning, stomping, 
drowning, shooting, or strangling them to death. 

In addition to furbearing animals, traps often 
catch undesired animals trappers consider “trash,” 
including all kinds of birds, various endangered 
species, and cats and dogs. These animals are often 
killed and thrown away.

FUR FACTORY FARMS Animals raised on fur factory 
farms do not fare any better. There is no protection 
in place as neither the Animal Welfare Act nor the 
Humane Slaughter Act governs how animals are 
raised, housed, or killed on fur factory farms.
As a result, even the most basic needs of animals
are not met. 

To cut costs, fur factory farms hold tens of 
thousands of animals in tiny, � lthy, and barren wire 
cages stacked on top of one another. Huge amounts 
of ammonia from the animals’ urine and feces burn 
their eyes and lungs. Temperatures are extreme—
either frigidly cold in winter, or swelteringly hot in 
summer with no temperature controls in place.

The anguish and despair of life in a crowded 
cage causes many animals to attack each other 
or self-mutilate, with biting at skin, tails, and 
feet a commonplace occurrence. Time is spent 
frantically pacing and circling endlessly, and even 
cannibalizing of cage-mates is routine. After a life of 
misery, animals on fur factory farms are torn from 
their cages and brutally killed by horri� c methods 
such as gassing, poisoning, neck breaking, and 
genital or anal electrocution. There is no such 
thing as “euthanasia” for these animals as all killing 
methods are driven by each operator’s desire for 
low costs and thus accomplished with complete 
disregard for the animals’ well-being.

Animals raised for fur su� er a miserable existence on fur farms. They are denied every basic instinct, and are subjected 
to overcrowding, temperature extremes, and toxic ammonia fumes from the accumulation of their own waste.

The only way to stop the brutal fur trade and horri� c abuse of animals is to NEVER buy fur, including
anything with fur trim! Additionally, asking retailers to stop selling fur or risk losing business has worked 

to persuade many companies to go and stay fur-free. Finally, supporting designers who won’t use fur, 
and avoiding designers willing to pro� t o�  this misery can convince designers to stop using real fur.

Photo: Swiss Animal Protection / EAST International

Photo: Swiss Animal Protection
EAST International

Visit www.furkills.org for more
information about fur.
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